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Chapters 9—14 
Standards Focus: Characterization 
 
Who is your favorite teacher?  Is he/she funny, easy to talk to, or generous?  What is 
your favorite athlete like?  Is he/she friendly, energetic, and thoughtful?  The 
qualities that make a person special are called personality traits.  Traits can be 
positive like kindness or negative like impatience. Everyone has both positive and 
negative traits.  Those traits make us unique, interesting, and different.    
 
Think of someone you admire.  What are some of his or her personality traits?  List 
three or four traits on the lines below. 
 
            

             
 
How do you know this person has these traits?  Explain below. 
 
            

            

             

 
If you were able to write about a specific event that shows 
personality traits, you have proof that the person does 
indeed have that trait.   
 
In a novel, we use the term character traits to describe the 
qualities of a character in the story.  We learn about 
characters in a novel the same ways we learn about people:  
by what they say and think, and how they behave.  We also 
learn about the character by what others say, what the 
narrator of the story says, and how other characters treat 
him or her.   
 
Go back to the character map you created in Chapters 1 – 5.  
Look through your map and add any additional characters 
that have been introduced into the novel since you first 
created your map. 
 
Once you have a good list of the characters in the novel, 
pick one and imagine what that character looks like.  Can 
you imagine how the character acts and speaks?  Could you 
guess how the character might act if there were an 

Personality 
Traits 
Kind 
Patient 
Thoughtful 
Serious 
Mean 
Bossy 
Happy 
Smart 
Observant 
Funny 
Impatient 
Nice 
Quiet 
Loud 
Silly 
Angry 
Unpredictable 
Demanding 
Loving 
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emergency or if something funny happened?  If you can, then the author has been 
successful in developing characterization. 
Part I: Complete the graphic organizer below using proof from what you’ve read so 
far in the novel.  Be sure to include the page number where you found your 
information. 

What he thinks (or what 
the narrator tells the 
reader) to prove this 
character trait: 
 
“Then he remembered 
what Mr. Sir and Mr. 
Pendanski had both said.  
If he dug up anything 
interesting, he should 
report it to one of them.”  
(p. 50)

What he says to prove 
this character trait: 
 
 

What he does to prove 
this character trait: 

What other characters 
say or do to prove this 
character trait: 
 
Mr. Pendanski looked at 
it again. (p. 50) 
 

These examples prove this character trait because: 

Character trait: 
 

observant 

Stanley 
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Part II:  Choose another character, and decide what character trait you want to 
examine.  You may want to use one or two of the traits in the box on page 39 to help 
you get started.  Use the blank graphic organizer below to prove that the character 
has the trait.  Be sure to include the page number where you found the examples. 
 
 

What he/she thinks (or 
what the narrator tells the 
reader) to prove this 
character trait: 
 
 

What he/she says to 
prove this character 
trait: 
 
 

What he/she does to 
prove this character 
trait: 

What other characters 
say or do to prove this 
character trait: 
 
 

These examples prove this character trait because: 

Character trait: 
 
 

 


