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Chapters 6—8   
Standards Focus: Flashback 
 
In Chapter Seven, we learn important information about Stanley’s family history.  
Louis Sachar weaves the story of Stanley digging his hole in the hot Texas sun with 
the story of Elya Yelnats in Latvia several generations earlier.   
 
This technique is called flashback.  It means just what it sounds like – jumping back 
in time so the author can explain information to the reader. 
 
Part I:  Look back through Chapter Seven.   

1. What is Stanley doing throughout the entire chapter?      

            

              

2. How did Louis Sachar weave the flashback into the story?     

            

              

3. Notice how he stops one story and starts the other one.  How does he keep the 

reader interested?           

            

             

Part II:  Create a story line. 
Use the boxes below to write the events in Elya and Stanley’s story-lines.  Start with 
events that you used in your Chapter Seven Note-Taking and Summarizing Chart.  
You may want to use bullet point phrases for each event.  Try to come up with at 
least 5 bullet points for each character.  Use the next page if you need more room. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stanley 
 
• Uses his weight to begin his first 

hole 

Elya 
 
• Falls in love with Myra Menke 
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Part III:  Look through your list and Chapter Seven one more time.  Answer the 
following questions about flashback. 
 
1. Which story line is more appealing to you?  Why?       

            

            

            

             

2. Why do you think it might be easier to understand Stanley better now that you 

know the story of his great-great-grandfather?  Explain your answer.    

            

            

             

3. What details from Elya’s story do you think might be important at a later point in 

the novel?  Why?           

            

            

             

4. What details from Stanley’s experience digging his first hole do you think might 

be important later in the novel?  Why?        

            

            

             

Stanley 
 

Elya 
 


